
Cabinet  clears  amended
textile scheme
The new scheme is expected to attract investments to the tune of Rs.1
lakh crore

he Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, cleared the ‘Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme,’ under which
apparel, garment and technical textiles will get 15 per cent subsidy on capital
investment, subject to a ceiling of Rs.30 crore over a period of five years.

The remaining sub-sectors will be eligible for 10 per cent subsidy, subject to a
ceiling of Rs.20 crore, on similar lines, according to a government statement. A
budget provision of Rs.17,822 crore has been set apart for committed liabilities
and new applications.

“The amended scheme would give a boost to Make in India in the textiles sector.
It is expected to attract investments to the tune of Rs.1 lakh crore and create
over 30 lakh jobs,” according to the statement.

The amended scheme will replace the existing Revised Restructured Technology
Upgradation Fund Scheme (RR-TUFS) with effect from the date of notification of
the scheme. The budget provision of Rs.17,822 crore will include Rs.12,671 crore
for committed liabilities under the ongoing scheme and Rs.5,151 crore for new
cases under the ATUFS.

All cases, which are complete and pending with the Office of the Textile
Commissioner will be provided assistance under the ongoing scheme and the new
scheme will be given prospective effect.

The Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme for the textile industry was introduced
in 1999 and Rs.21,347 crore has been provided as assistance between 1999 and
2015. Official sources said the ATUFS is expected to attract Rs. 1 lakh crore
investment in the next seven years (till 2021-2022). The new scheme does not
cover the spinning sector as there is excess capacity now.

The new sanctions under TUFS were kept pending since April 2014 for want of
funds and the ATUFS would ease the financial position for the industry and
encourage investments, said M. Senthil Kumar, Chairman of Southern India Mills’
Association Chairman. With the announcement of capital subsidy instead of the
existing combination of interest subsidy and capital subsidy, the industry will
get the assistance on time, he said. Confederation of Indian Textile Industry
Chairman Naishadh Parikh said the scheme will trigger growth and exports for the
textile industry and it will aid the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

With the new support measures the industry is confident of moving up the value
chain and become globally competitive, according to the Indian Texpreneurs
Federation.
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Green  light  for  Rs.  5,000
crore sop for rooftop solar
power
There will be no subsidy for commercial establishments in the private
sector

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Wednesday approved an increase in
the budget for implementation of grid-connected solar rooftop systems to
Rs.5,000 crore from Rs.600 crore up to the financial year 2019-2020.

This will support installation of 4,200 MW solar rooftop systems in the country
in next five years, according to an official statement.

The capital subsidy of 30 per cent will be provided for general category States
and Union Territories and 70 per cent for special category States, including
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Lakshadweep, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and those in the North-East.

There will be no subsidy for commercial and industrial establishments in the
private sector since they are eligible for other benefits such as accelerated
depreciation, custom duty concessions, excise duty exemptions and tax holiday.

The capacity of 4,200 MWp will come up through the residential, government,
social and institutional sector, according to the statement, adding industrial
and commercial sector will be encouraged for installations without subsidy.

“This will create the market, build the confidence of the consumers and will
enable the balance capacity through market mode to achieve the target of 40,000
MWp by 2022,” according to the statement.

Revised target

The government has revised the target of National Solar Mission (NSM) from
20,000 MWp to one lakh MWp by 2022. Of that, 40,000 MWp is to come through grid
connected solar rooftop systems. This approval, according to the government,
will boost the installations in a big way and will act as a catalyst to achieve
this goal.
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Everything you need to know
about  National  Biotechnology
Development  Strategy
2015-2020
Who: National Biotechnology Development Strategy 2015-2020
What: Unveiled by the Union Government

When: 30 December 2015

Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences Dr
Harsh Vardhan on 30 December 2015 unveiled the National
Biotechnology Development Strategy 2015-2020 in New Delhi.
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The Strategy aims to establish India as a world-class bio-
manufacturing hub.

The strategy also intends to launch a major mission, backed
with significant investments, for the creation of new biotech
products, create a strong infrastructure for R&D and
commercialization and empower India’s human resources
scientifically and technologically.

Intended benefits of the envisaged mission are-

• Provide impetus to utilising the knowledge and tools to the
advantage of Humanity
• Launch a major well directed mission backed with significant
investment for generation of new Biotech Products
• Empower scientifically and technologically India’s
incomparable Human Resource
• Create a strong Infrastructure for R&D and Commercialisation
• Establish India as a world class Bio-manufacturing Hub

The Key elements of the Strategy are-
• Building a Skilled Workforce and Leadership
• Revitalizing the knowledge environment at par with the
growing bio-economy
• Enhance Research opportunities in basic, disciplinary and
inter-disciplinary sciences
• Encourage use-inspired discovery research
• Focus on biotechnology tools for inclusive development
• Nurturing innovation, translational capacity and
entrepreneurship
• Ensuring a transparent, efficient and globally best
Regulatory system and communication strategy
• Biotechnology cooperation- Fostering global and national
alliances
• Strengthen Institutional Capacity with redesigned governance
models
• Create a matrix of measurement of processes as well as



outcome

Expected outcomes of the Strategy are-

• Making India ready to meet the challenge ofachieving 100
billion US dollars by 2025
• Launching Four Major Missions – Healthcare, Food and
Nutrition, Clean Energy and Education
• Creating a Technology Development and Translation network
across the country with global partnership-5 new clusters, 40
Biotech incubators, 150 TTOs, 20 Bio-connect centres
• Strategic and focussed investment in building the Human
Capital by creating a Life Sciences and Biotechnology
Education Council
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Union Cabinet approved Raptor
MoU  for  conservation  of
migratory birds of prey
Who: Raptor MoU

What: Approved by Union Cabinet

When: 30 December 2015

Why: For conservation of migratory birds of prey
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The Union Cabinet, presided by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on 30 December 2015 gave its approval
for signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for
conservation of migratory birds of prey in Africa and Eurasia.
The MoU, also called as Raptor MOU, will help India gain
knowledge in effectively managing the habitats of the raptors.

With the signing of the MoU, India will become the 54th
signatory to the MoU.

The MoU is also in conformity with the provisions of the
existing Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, wherein the birds
have been accorded protection.

It will also include concerted trans-boundary efforts for
conservation through interaction with other range countries by
signing of the MoU with theConvention on Conservation of
Migratory Species (CMS). Pakistan and Nepal are the other
neighbours which are signatories to the MoU.

What is a Raptor MoU?

• The Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of
Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and Eurasia is an
international, legally non-binding, agreement to protect
migratory birds of prey.

• It was concluded on 22 October 2008 and came into effect on
1 November 2008.

• It is an agreement under Article IV paragraph 4 of the CMS.



• It seeks willingness of the signatory Range States for
working for conservation of the raptor species and their
habitats.

• An action plan has been formulated which primarily envisages
the conservation action for Raptor species.

• The MoU extends its coverage to 76 species of birds of prey
out of which 46 species including vultures, falcons, eagles,
owls, hawks, kites, harriers, and more which are also found in
India.

• The CMS or Bonn Convention, under the auspices of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), aims to conserve
migratory species throughout their range.

• India has been a party to the CMS since 1 November 1983.
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(Panchayati  Raj  ,GS  2
,Outlook )
The Supreme Court ruling in favour of the Haryana Panchayati
Raj (Amendment) Act, which restricts the category of eligible
candidates in panchayat elections, fails to uphold the spirit
of the Constitution. The issue needs to be considered by a
full bench of the court.
THE recent Supreme Court ruling in Rajbala and Others vs the
State of Haryana, by a two-judge bench of Justices J.
Chelameswar and Abhay Manohar Sapre, must rank as one of the
most retrograde judgments in the history of that august court.
It dismissed the challenge to the constitutionality of the
Haryana Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Act of 2015. In effect, it
can be interpreted as a direct attack on democracy, with
extremely adverse implications for the process of making our
political system more inclusive, accountable and
representative. Indeed, it goes against the very spirit of the
Constitution and the founding vision of Dr B.R. Ambedkar,
ironically the man whom the Central government has belatedly
chosen to honour.

The case was brought against the Bharatiya Janata Party-run
government of Haryana, which recently passed a law in the
State legislature to prevent people who do not meet certain
criteria from contesting panchayat elections. The Constitution
already allows debarring of candidates for elected office on
the basis of mental incapacity, insolvency issues that could
create conflict of interest with the office, or criminal
conviction. However, the Haryana Act goes much further in
restricting the category of eligible candidates to what would
become a minority of the total eligible voters.

The new provisions of the Act ensure that a person cannot
contest panchayat elections if s/he

(1) has not been convicted but charges have been framed in a
criminal case for an offence, punishable with imprisonment of
not less than 10 years;
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(2) fails to pay any arrears of any kind due by him to any
Primary Agriculture Cooperative Society, District Central
Cooperative Bank and District Primary Cooperative Agriculture
Rural Development Bank;

(3) fails to pay arrears of electricity bills;

(4) has not passed matriculation examination or its equivalent
examination from any recognised institution/board (for women
Scheduled Caste candidates, minimum middle school pass; and
for women S.C. candidates for post of Panch, 5th class pass);

(5) fails to submit a self-declaration to the effect that s/he
has a functional toilet at her/his place of residence.

Haryana is not the only State to have passed such a regressive
law—the State of Rajasthan, also ruled by the BJP, passed a
similar law recently. But the Supreme Court judgment is
particularly appalling because if it is not challenged and
taken to a full bench (which surely should have been done in
the first instance for such a significant decision) it can
become the standard for the entire country.

Damaging implications

Each of these conditions on eligibility to contest panchayat
elections has huge implications that are very damaging for
democracy and for the constitutional rights of citizens. Let
us consider each of these in turn.

The curb on the candidacy of those who have been charged but
not convicted of crimes is a serious problem because all those
who have had false cases slapped against them for various
reasons would be prevented from exercising their right to
contest elections. It is well known that trade union leaders,
social activists and other citizens who are actually keeping
our democracy alive through their activities in mobilising
people against injustice run very high risks of having
extremely severe and punitive cases against them, often on
flimsy or non-existent grounds. The irresponsibly slow pace of
our judicial system means that such cases can drag on for
years, if not decades. This judgment will mean that such
people, even if they are completely wrongfully charged, cannot
contest in local level elections that would promote grass-



roots democracy.

By contrast, local strongmen and actual criminals with
political clout who can manage to have the cases against them
removed, could continue to participate as candidates.

The second addition disqualifies those who have any arrears
with local cooperative credit agencies of various kinds. Note
that this is really sweeping because it refers simply to
having arrears rather than being declared insolvent, which is
a more widespread provision. The high levels of indebtedness
of farmers and other small producers in local areas and the
difficulties of repayment in the context of greatly increased
uncertainties in cultivation and in input and crop prices are
so well known that the learned judges also note them in their
judgment. Preventing those with any arrears from contesting
elections would amount to preventing those who are directly
aware of the suffering of cultivators through their own
experience from having a say in local self-government.

Bizarre argument

The bench’s verdict that this is justifiable is based on an
argument that is both bizarre and cynical and therefore
deserves to be quoted at some length: “We can certainly take
judicial notice of the fact that elections at any level in
this country are expensive affairs…. In such a case, the
possibility of a deeply indebted person seeking to contest
elections should normally be rare as it would be beyond the
economic capacity of such persons. In our opinion, the
challenge is more theoretical than real. Assuming for the sake
of argument that somebody who is so indebted… is still
interested in contesting the panchayat elections, nothing in
law stops such an aspirant from making an appropriate
arrangement for clearance of the arrears and contest
elections” (pages 55-56). This betrays a breathtaking
ignorance of the actual conditions prevailing in the
countryside for millions of small peasants, as if the act of
non-payment of such dues is simply a voluntary decision that
can be casually reversed.

A similar argument can be brought against the restriction on
those with arrears of electricity bills, even when these are



disputed. More to the point, this seems like an extremely
discriminatory response to poor rural people with debts that
are large relative to their income but small in absolute
value, when those who run large corporations that have been
habitual offenders in terms of not paying their debts are not
just allowed but often positively encouraged to run for
elections at State and national levels. The elitist mindset
that runs through such a position is unfortunately only too
evident.

But such elitism reaches its apogee in the verdict’s
justification of disqualification on the basis of educational
qualifications. By their own reckoning, the judges note that
the suggested criteria would immediately disqualify more than
half of the women in rural Haryana from contesting panchayat
elections. In addition, deprived categories would be
especially hard hit: 68 per cent of S.C. women and 41 per cent
of S.C. men would be ineligible to contest panchayat
elections. (Among the many ironies involved in this, note that
the legislature that passed this law includes one MLA declared
as “illiterate”, four as less than matriculate and eight who
have just passed their matriculate examinations.)

However, the judgment finds that this widespread exclusion is
not a problem. It states: “If it is constitutionally
permissible to debar certain classes of people from seeking to
occupy the constitutional offices, numerical dimension of such
classes, in our opinion should make no difference for
determining whether prescription of such disqualification is
constitutionally permissible unless the prescription is of
such nature as would frustrate the constitutional scheme by
resulting in a situation where holding of elections to these
various bodies becomes completely impossible” (pages 50-51).
In other words, unless nocandidates can be found who meet the
criteria, it is a valid basis for restriction, even if it
excludes most of the people and particularly the most
vulnerable groups.

What is worse is that these people are being penalised for no
fault of their own, since it is the state that is responsible
for education or the lack of it. If the state has failed (and
it has indeed dismally failed for more than six decades) to



provide universal good quality schooling for all, why should
citizens who have suffered from this lack of provision be
discriminated against?

In any case, those who are too old to have benefited from the
relatively recent Right to Education Act and are now adults
can hardly put themselves through school and are unlikely to
be admitted into any schools even if they so desire, so there
is nothing they can do about their condition. Since, once
again, it is the poor and marginalised groups that are worst
affected, it means that they will be disproportionately
excluded from the possibility of being elected people’s
representatives.

But why is this restriction considered necessary when so many
governments at the Central and State levels have included
elected representatives and Ministers who have not met these
criteria but have distinguished themselves in office and left
a mark in history?

This is because the learned judges have come to the following
conclusion: “It is only education which gives a human being
the power to discriminate between right and wrong, good and
bad” (page 49). Surely this is a perfect example of an
oxymoron, in this case a sentence that contradicts itself, at
least insofar as a judgment that springs from such highly
educated sources can be seen as quite “wrong” and even “bad”.

Toilet question

The insistence on a functional toilet may be a nod in the
direction of one of the current Central government’s flagship
schemes, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan. But anyone who has
tracked the often haphazard and hasty way in which this is
being sought to be implemented will know that this is medicine
that is being administered without any real consideration for
the illness or the requirements of the patients.

Any kind of functional toilet is considered acceptable (even
those that continue to be cleaned by manual scavenging) but it
has to be within the home. What about those who are homeless
(according to the 2011 Census, nearly one third of the
population has no permanent residence)? Or those whose cramped
conditions in tiny plots simply do not allow it, and so they



are forced to depend on communal lavatories? Indeed, many
government programmes actually build such communal toilets in
small settlements. Why should such people be prevented from
contesting local elections? The judges believe that “if people
still do not have a toilet it is not because of their poverty
but because of their lacking the requisite will” (page 59).
But this is yet another sign of ignorance of the ground
realities prevailing in many parts of the country, especially
about poor and socially marginalised communities.

This judgment of the Supreme Court is especially worrying
because it comes in the wake of other trends that are
suggesting a reinforcement of elite control—and in some cases
even corporate control—of local bodies. The recent takeover of
a panchayat in Kerala by the “Corporate Social Responsibility”
wing of a textile company is a case in point. Apparently,
courts and elections commissions alike do not take cognisance
of the clear possibility of conflict of interest in such
cases. The company concerned had earlier been involved in
disputes with the previous elected panchayat over the
contamination of water sources and the prevention of trade
union activities within the company.

These are extremely serious issues for anyone concerned with
the fate of Indian democracy. The necessity of an appeal
against this judgment and consideration by a full bench of the
Supreme Court is obvious. But if even the Supreme Court fails
to uphold the spirit of the Constitution, it is important for
people across the country to mobilise themselves for
legislative changes that will prevent such attempts at elite
control.
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